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Jens Woelk is presently Research Associate and Lecturer (Ricercatore confermato) in 
Comparative Constitutional Law at the Law Faculty of the University of Trento (Italy), and 
Senior Research Advisor at the European Academy, Bozen/Bolzano, Italy (Institute for the 
Studies on Federalism and Regionalism).  

Areas of expertise: 

Jens Woelk is teaching courses in comparative constitutional law, comparative 
administrative law and European Union Law. His main fields of interest in research are 
comparative constitutional law, especially federalism/regionalism, minority-issues and 
South Eastern Europe, as well as the constitutional law of the European Union. 

Background and education: 

After his graduation in law at the University of Regensburg, Bavaria, he continued to work 
there as a Research Assistant to the Chair of Comparative Public Law and European 
Community Law (Prof. Dr. Rainer Arnold) and received his PhD in Comparative 
Constitutional Law (thesis on constitutional principles of co-operation in federal and 
regional systems).  

In 1994 he passed the Bavarian Bar examination and received his admission as lawyer at the 
District Court in Regensburg. From 1994 to 2000 he worked as a Senior Researcher at the 
European Academy Bozen/Bolzano, since 1996 as the coordinator of the Research 
department “Minorities and Autonomies”. 

Current research projects: 

• Constitutional reforms in the federal systems of Austria, Germany and Switzerland 

• Constitutional transformation processes in South Eastern Europe, esp. decentralization 
and local self-government reforms 

Teaching: 

• CoDe - Joint European Master for Comparative Local Development (among the topics 
taught: European Charter of Local Self-Government; Local Government in Germany; 
Minority-Protection; The Case of South Tyrol; Human Rights) 

• Istituzioni di diritto comunitario (First Year’s Course on European Community Law)  

• Diritto dei paesi di lingua tedesca (Comparative course on the legal systems of the 
“German speaking Countries”) 

• Seminar on Minority Rights (Master Peacebuilding – School for International Studies) 

Contact information: 

Office:  Dept. Of Legal Sciences 
via Verdi n. 53 - I-38100 Trento (Italy) 

Tel:  0461 - 883877 
Fax:  0461 - 883828 
E-mail:  woelk@jus.unitn.it 
Home page: http://www.jus.unitn.it/user/home.asp?cod=jens.woelk 
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Main publications: 

Books: 

Stefania Cavagnoli, Jens Woelk, Einführung in die italienische Rechtssprache / Introduzione 
all'italiano giuridico, Lehrbuch für (deutschsprachige) Studenten der 
Rechtswissenschaften, Series "Rechtssprache des Auslands", C.H.Beck, München, 
1997, (2. ed. 2003) 

Jens Woelk, Konfliktregelung und Kooperation im italienischen und deutschen Verfassungsrecht: 
"Leale collaborazione" und Bundestreue im Vergleich, 1. ed., Nomos-Publishers, 
Baden-Baden 1999. 367 pp. (Series "Ethnic Minorities and Regional Autonomies", 
European Academy Bolzano/Bozen, 01) 

Siglinde Clementi/Jens Woelk (eds.), 1992: Ende eines Streits. Zehn Jahre Streitbeilegung im 
Südtirolkonflikt zwischen Italien und Österreich, Nomos-Verl.-Ges., Baden-Baden 
2003, 249 pp.  

Joseph Marko, Sergio Ortino, Francesco Palermo, Leonhard Voltmer, Jens Woelk (eds.), Die 
Verfassung der Südtiroler Autonomie. Die Sonderrechtsordnung der Autonomen 
Provinz Bozen/Südtirol? Nomos, Baden-Baden, 2005 [ISBN 3-8329-1159-6], 528 pp. 

Francesco Palermo, Jens Woelk, GERMANIA, Series “Si governano così“ ed. by Carlo Fusaro, Il 
Mulino, Bologna, 2005, 149 pagg. [ISBN 88-15-09745-7] 

 

Publications in the fields of comparative constitutional law, regionalism, federalism, and 
minority issues (selection) 
Jens Woelk, Kulturelle Vielfalt und staatliche Einheit. Das italienische Rahmengesetz zum Schutz 

historischer Sprachminderheiten, in: Jahrbuch für Italienisches Recht 14 (2001), pp. 
289 – 302 

Jens Woelk, Il riordino territoriale dei Comuni in Germania, with F. Palermo, in: 
AMMINISTRARE / a. XXXI, n. 3, December 2001, pp. 423 – 484 

Jens Woelk, From Ethnic Minority Protection to Cohabitation, in: Agency of Local Democracy 
Subotica (ed.), Essays on Regionalisation. A collection of reports submitted at the 
International Conference: Regionalisation in Southeast Europe – Comparative Analysis 
and Perspectives, Subotica 2001, pp. 107 - 128 (Serbian translation: Od zastite prava 
manjina do suzivota, in: Ogledi o Regionalizaciji, pp. 107 - 128) 

Jens Woelk, Minderheitenschutz durch territoriale Autonomie: "Reservate" oder nachhaltige 
Integrationsprozesse?, in: Europäisches Zentrum für Föderalismusforschung (ed.), 
Jahrbuch des Föderalismus 2002. Föderalismus, Subsidiarität und Regionen in Europa, 
Baden-Baden, NOMOS, 2002, pp. 117 – 137 

Francesco Palermo, Jens Woelk, No Representation Without Recognition. The Right to Political 
Participation of (National) Minorities, Journal of European Integration, 2003, vol. 25, 
pp. 225 – 247 

Jens Woelk, Federalism and consociationalism as tools for state-(re)-construction? Experiences 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, in G. Alan Tarr, Robert F. Williams, Joseph Marko 
(eds.), Federalism, Subnational Constitutions and the Protection of Minorities, 
Greenwood-Praeger, Westport Connecticut - London, 2004, pp. 177 – 198 

Jens Woelk, A Place at the Window: Regional Ministers in the Council, in Roberto Toniatti, 
Francesco Palermo, Marco Dani (eds.), An Ever More Complex Union. The Regional 
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Variable as the Missing Link in the EU Constitution? Nomos, Baden-Baden, 2004, pp. 
117–141 

Joseph Marko, Francesco Palermo, Jens Woelk, Study for the EU Commission: “Re-enforcement of 
the Rule of Law in the Western Balkans. Division of competencies and interrelations 
between courts, prosecutors, the police, the executive and legislative powers in the 
Western Balkans countries“ (Cards strategic studies 2004)”  
http://www.kfunigraz.ac.at/suedosteuropa/media/Finalreport.pdf 

Jens Woelk, Farewell to the “unitary federal State“? Transformations and tendencies of the 
German federal system, in Sergio Ortino, Mitja Žagar & Vojtech Mastny (eds.), The 
changing faces of federalism: Institutional reconfiguration in Europe from East to West, 
Manchester University Press (“Europe in Change”), Manchester, December 2004, p. 
156 – 181  (ISBN 0-7190-6996-3)  

Francesco Palermo, Jens Woelk, From Minority Protection to a Law of Diversity? Reflections on 
the Evolution of Minority Rights, in: European Yearbook of Minority Issues Vol. 3, 
2003/4, Martinus Nijhoff/Brill, Leiden, Boston, 2005, pp. 5-13 

Jens Woelk, Reconciliation impossible or (only) indesireable? South Tyrolean experiences, online 
paper (since 2004, at: Alexander Langer Foundation, Bolzano/Bozen : 
http://www.alexanderlanger.org/cms/index.php?r=50&k=178&id=936;   
since 2006, also at: EUROPEUM, Center for European Policy, Budapest: 
http://www.europeum.org.hu/en/?p=20#more-20) 

Francesco Palermo, Jens Woelk, Cross-border cooperation as indicator for institutional evolution 
of autonomy. The case of Trentino – South Tyrol, in: Zelim A. Skurbaty (ed.), Beyond a 
One-Dimensional State: An Emerging Right to Autonomy? The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff 
Publishers (Brill), 2005, pp. 277-304 

Jens Woelk, Reforms of Local Government in SEE. Closer to Europe? in: Bruno Dallago (ed.), 
Transformation and European Integration. The Local Dimension, Palgrave, 2006, pp. 
85-106 (chapter 5) 


